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Tony Feher: Blue Painters Tape  
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST 
Tony Feher is known for his use of common household and everyday objects usually 
overlooked and generally discarded. His careful consideration 
transforms and re-contextualizes these items into unique works 
of art. For Artpace, in 2012 the Hudson (Show)Room served as 
the backdrop for a site-determined installation where the space, 
volume, and light become his primary motivations. Through a 
reductive use of materials, he maximizes the viewer’s 
experience.  
 
Born in Albuquerque, New Mexico, in 1956, Feher was raised 
from age 10 in Corpus Christi, Texas. He studied at the 
University of Texas in Austin, and currently lives in New York 
City. He has exhibited extensively in the United States and 
internationally. His work can be found in the collections of many 
notable institutions, including the Art Institute of Chicago; the  
Baltimore Museum of Art; Dallas Museum of Art; La Coléccion  
Jumex, Mexico City; the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; Modern 
 Art Museum of Fort Worth; Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York City; Walker 
Art Center, Minneapolis; and the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York City; 
Hammer Museum, Los Angeles. 

Above: Details of Tony Feher’s installation in the Hudson (Show)Room at Artpace, 2012.  Photo by Francisco Cortes. 

Above:  Toney Feher. Photo by 

Francisco Cortes 
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LESSON OVERVIEW 
This lesson will question the common use of tape and how it is used and viewed to the 
world.  Tony Feher takes advantage of everyday objects; he alters the ordinary to 
create an innovative piece of artwork. Students will criticize the use of tape and create 
their own work of art using these non-traditional materials. Using various blue painters 
tape students will design a piece of transparency film developing their creative 
independence. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
In this lesson, students will: 

• Brainstorm what they want their tape art to look like and how they will achieve it 
only using strips of tape. 

• Design their own transparency film with blue tape, this design can be either 
abstract or representational. 

• Experiment with basic color theory, pattern developing, and the versatility of 
light in art. 

• Identify geometric and organic shapes they are able to attain. 
  

MATERIALS 
• Transparency Film/paper 
• Many rolls of blue painters tape 
• Scissors 
• Marker to label students transparency 
• Images of Tony Feher’s artwork, specifically the installation at Artpace Hudson 

(Show)Room. 
• Resource images of Tony Fehers website, 

http://www.acmelosangeles.com/artists/tony-feher/?view=images 
 
WARM-UP 

• Students will experiment with the tape before laying out their final composition.  
Students should practice overlapping tape to understand the differences in 
translucency and abilities.  They should also try ripping versus cutting the tape 
to distinguish different effects that can be achieved.  If a student wants a round 
edge they can problem solve in this thumbnail sketch like activity.  Once 
students understand the characteristics and possibilities of the tape they can 
remove and begin their final project. 

 
PROCEDURE 
The student will… 

1. Receive a piece of translucency film/paper. 
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2. Gather the tape needed. 
3. Begin laying out their composition in a suitable way, learning the pros and cons 

of the tape from their warm-up. 
4. Cover the entirety of the translucent film with tape. 
5. Arrange the student’s final projects on windows in your classroom or hallways at 

school. 
 

        
 
 
 

 
  Above: Examples of student works.  Photo by Wendi Kimura. 

 
 
 

Above: Details of Tony Feher installation in the Hudson (Show)Room at Artpace, 2012. Photos by Francisco 

Cortes 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS TO FACILITATE A CONVERSATION WITH STUDENTS 
• How do you think Tony Feher created the patterns in the windows he taped? 
• Why do you think he only used blue tape?  
• Did you utilize a pattern in your window like Tony Feher did?  Did you choose to 

make an image that was representational? Why? 
• Did overlapping your tape create a different effect?  
• How did light play a role in your window?  Would your artwork look the same if 

it were on a wall?  How else could you utilize light in this piece of artwork? 
• What decision did you make when designing the composition and choosing the 

colors of your window? 
• If you could use another common household item to create art what would you 

use?  Why does that particular material interest you? 
• Does this project remind you of stained glass?  What are the similarities and 

differences between the two? 
 
EXTENSIONS 

• Create these taped projects directly on a window. 

Examples of student’s artwork in progress.  Photo by Francisco Cortes. 

Above: Examples of student work with colored tape.  Photo by Francisco Cortes. 
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• Create a series of 5-10 taped windows and experiment with the patterns and 
variations of light you can achieve. 

• Research the history of windows/glass and how the decoration has changed 
over the years.  

• Experiment with other materials that can be used to alter/decorate a window.  
• Create a composition on a photo application on the computer (Photshop or 

Illustrator) to help layout and experiment with your composition.  
 
FOR OLDER STUDENTS 

• Research other contemporary artists that deal with light and found objects, for 
example Dale Chihuly.  

• Create a 3-Dimensional sculpture using glass or plexi-glass and tape. 
 
FOR YOUNGER STUDENTS 

• Use various colors of tape instead of only blue. 
• Experiment further with light and other found materials to create sculptures like 

Tony Feher did with water bottles and colored water. 
 
TEKS 

• FINE ART 
o 117.8 (b.1), (b.2), (b.4) 
o 117.11 (b.1.B), (b.2), (b.4) 
o 117.14 (b.1.B), (b.2.B), (b.2.C), (b.3.A), (b.4) 
o 117.17 (b.1.A), (b.2.B), (b.2.C) (b.4) 

• SCIENCE 
o 117.10-112.17 (b.2.B,C) 
o 117.7-112.20 (b.2.D) 

• ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND READING 
o 110.10-110.16 (b.18.C) 

• SOCIAL STUDIES 
o 113.10-112.16 (b.2.B), (b.16.A) 
o 113.17-113.20 (b.18.A, C, D) 

• MATH 
o 111.2 (b.1.B, C), (b.2.D, (b.6.A-F) 
o 111.3-111.5 (b.A-C) 
 

 
 
 
 


