
 

 
Above: Nature Mask sample created by Ashley Mireles, Artpace Education Coordinator 

Simryn Gill: Becoming A Plant  
Nature masks inspired by the artwork of Symrin Gill.  
 
ABOUT SIMRYN GILL 
Born in 1959 in Singapore, Gill was 

raised in Malaysia and currently lives in 

Sydney, Australia. She has shown widely 

in Europe, Asia and Australia, including 

solo exhibitions at Kiasma, the Museum 

of Contemporary Art, Helsinki, Finland; 

ArtSpace, Sydney, Australia; Substation 

Gallery, Singapore; Experimental Art 

Foundation, Adelaide, Australia; and 

Rosalyn Oxley9 Gallery in Sydney, 

Australia, where she is represented. She 

has participated in a number of group 

shows and international festivals, including Skin Trilogy at the Malaysian National Art Gallery; 

TransCulture at the 1995 Venice Biennale, Italy; the 5th Istanbul Biennial, Turkey; and the 1994 

Adelaide Biennial, Australia. Gill’s installation at ArtPace will travel to The Institute of Modern Art, 

Brisbane, Australia. This is Simryn Gill’s first exhibition in the United States. 

Above: Installation photograph of Simryn Gill's artwork. Photo by Seale Studios. 



 
OBJECTIVES 
The student will create an original mask from 

materials found outside in nature. The student 

will read, reflect and respond to the artwork 

created by Symrin Gill for her spring 

residency at Artpace in 1999.  

 
MATERIALS 

• Thick paper (poster board, card stock, 

and empty cereal boxes work best!) 

• Scissors 

• Glue (we’re a fan of glue sticks) 

• Nature  

• Handle or fastener (a dowel to hold your mask in hand OR ribbon or yarn to tie on)  

 

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS 
Tape 

Hole punch 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. GO OUTSIDE! Collect mask materials. Any 

organic material will work, however, thicker 

material will be easier to work with and wilt 

much slower. 

2. Create a base for your mask. This can be 

done by drawing the outline of your mask on 

to your heavy paper and cutting out. Measure 

two spaces for eyes and cut those as 

well. You can also download and print a mask 

template HERE. 

3. Attach your materials. Apply glue to one 

piece at a time and begin placing them along 

the outer edge of the mask, working your way 

to the center, creating a pattern. If 

you’re working with delicate materials such as flowers, allow the mask to dry in between layers before 

attaching these items. 

Simryn Gill, photo by Seale Studios. 

 

Simryn Gill, photo by Seale Studios. 



 
4. Create a handle by gluing a dowel to the backside of your mask and add extra security with a piece 

of tape. If you prefer a hands-free mask, cut holes (or use a hole punch) on either end of your mask, 

attach ribbon or yarn. 

5. Share your mask with your class!  

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS TO FACILITATE A CONVERSATION WITH STUDENTS 
1. If human is to plant, then mind is to __________.  

2. There are two definitions of naturalization. When it comes to humans, what is the process of 

naturalization? 

3. After reading about Symrin Gill’s exhibition at Artpace, what do you think the difference 

between the naturalization of a person and the naturalization of a plant is? 

4. How is your mask similar to the masks that Symrin Gill made in a few ways? 
 
TEMPLATE 

 
 
 
 



 
SAMPLE  

 
 
TEKS (HIGH SCHOOL, LEVEL II):  
(1) Foundations: observation and perception. The student develops and expands visual 

literacy skills using critical thinking, imagination, and the senses to observe and explore the 

world by learning about, understanding, and applying the elements of art, principles of 

design, and expressive qualities. The student uses what the student sees, knows, and has 

experienced as sources for examining, understanding, and creating original artworks. The 

student is expected to:  

(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to and analyzes the artworks of self 

and others, contributing to the development of the lifelong skills of making informed 

judgments and reasoned evaluations. The student is expected to:  

(A) interpret, evaluate, and justify artistic decisions in artwork by self, peers, and other artists 

such as that in museums, local galleries, art exhibits, and websites.  

(D) explore suitability of art media and processes to express specific ideas such as  

content, meaning, message, appropriation, and metaphor relating to visual themes of  

artworks using art vocabulary accurately. 


