
For over a decade, Iván Argote has been creating interventions on public monuments across the 
world as colonizer statues are being removed. His Artpace exhibition, All Here Together, was 
originally conceived for the city of San Antonio’s Piazza Italia Park, specifically for the now empty 
plinth which formally held the Christopher Columbus statue. With this project at Artpace, we 
encounter a gentle, contemplative approach, in which the artist investigates what comes after a 
monument has been removed. 

As you enter the gallery, you are greeted by a monumental pedestal and staircase which invites 
your participation. Embedded into the treads of the sculpture the words, DEAR WE ARE ALL 
HERE TOGETHER THIS IS A PLACE FOR US, give welcome and representation. Once at the top 
of the sculpture, the representation becomes recognition and honor as the participant has 
become a monument. It is a simple gesture which celebrates the fact that we are all important 
and we all deserve to be respected

Throughout the gallery are Polaroid photographs taken during a community event organized 
during the artist’s residency. Argote invited people to participate on a journey of reflection 
about our monuments, and about this specific empty plinth. These photographs are presented 
with a nod to official portrait galleries such as one would see in a bank or social club. Also 
displayed are drawings from the event attendees who contributed their ideas for this monument.  

The video work, All Here Together, San Antonio, TX, serves as a collage of people, places and 
ideas which have motivated this exhibition. Much of the source material came from the artist’s 
community event, the artist’s exploration throughout the city of San Antonio, and through the 
generosity of individuals who were interviewed.

In the series of paintings, Fantasies, Argote continues his gentle and subtle commentary on 
public space while ironically using the strength of poured concrete as a substrate. Similar 
contrast appears on the gallery walls through a mural created with sketch-like strokes of paint, 
entitled A Statue that Gets Tired. The mural depicts a statue which climbs down from his plinth 
to lie down on the grass. The whimsical nature of the mural suggests a sense of play, while the 
action of the statue conveys frustration and weariness. 

This exhibition uses humor and community to illustrate how sculptures, memorials and statues 
throughout the world are being reassessed through the lens of social justice. It reminds us uses 
of public space are rarely democratic and often represent a specific legacy. 

Iván Argote has used his time at Artpace to construct a blueprint of what is possible and to 
encourage open dialogue about how the public can be involved in the decisions around 
community spaces. His works ask you to join in the discussion of what is public space? Who is 
represented? How can our community create a sense of belonging?
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What Do You Feel?
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Bondage: Christopher Columbus, 
San Antonio Texas, US
Oil on tainted concrete
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Wall drawings, acrylic paint
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All Here Together
Wooden structure, acrylic paint, 38 
instant photographys, 32 drawings
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Iván Argote’s public space performances, videos, films, sculptures, collages, poster 
campaigns and public installations generate questions about how we relate to 
others, to the state, to patrimony and to traditions. Argote makes political and 
sociological critics and proposals using affection, emotion, and humor as subversive 
tools, with which he tries to generate spaces of dialogue away from polarization and 
confrontational rhetoric.

Iván Argote was born in Bogotá in 1983. He grew up in the middle of a politically 
engaged family who’s still active in the Colombia’s political landscape. Iván Argote 
made his studies of Cinema and Graphic Design (simultaneously) in the National 
University of Colombia, then at age of 23, he moved to Paris and studied at 
Beaux-Arts de Paris school. Since then, he’s based in Paris where his studio is 
located. His works are part of important collections such as Guggenheim, 
Pompidou, Arizona State University, Saatchi, among others. He frequently moves to 
different countries with his team to do research, work on site-specific installations 
and film shootings.   SU
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Artpace San Antonio is a nonprofit residency program which supports 
regional, national, and international artists in the creation of new art. As 
a catalyst for artistic expression, we engage local communities with 
global art practices and experiences.

ABOUT THE 
INTERNATIONAL

ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE
PROGRAM

Since 1995, Artpace has welcomed more than 257 artists through 
its renowned International Artist-in-Residence program. Annually, 
Artpace hosts three residencies, which each feature one 
Texas-based artist, one national artist, and one international artist, 
who are selected by a notable guest curator. Each eight-week 
residency culminates in a two-month exhibition on site. The 
mission of this program is to provide artists with unparalleled 
resources that allow them to experiment with new ideas and take 
provocative risks.
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